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The beautiful world is the world of friendship; is the world full of people who are
positive and friendly to each other.

There is a saying which reads: After crossing the canal, do not forget to thank the
bridge. And, if there’s anyone taking you across oceans, seas, crossing the equator
over to lands of six countries, would you want to thank them?

The Ship for Southeast Asian and Japanese Youth Program initiated by the Govern-
ment of Japan, on which | set sail 45 years ago in 1975, not only provided me the
opportunity to spend my inquisitive younger days in six different countries getting to
know fellow young minds from those lands and nurturing the blooming friendship
throughout the program, but also to experience valuable and life changing encounters
with both human resources and professional administration at the international level.
These have resulted in the values and belief system of the person who | have become.
Another flower long sprouted and grown from that seed of opportunity is our sustained
friendship among the program members. It budded first in 1975 and has been
blooming with sweet fragrance with-medicinal qualities until this day.

| started with having friends in five ASEAN countries, now grown into ten. | have so
many Japanese friends spreading in various locations all over Japan.

In 2003, | was greatly honored to represent all the participating members of the
SSEAYP Alumni Association in commemorating the 30th years of the program. The
key phrase emphasized in my speech was “we are on the right track.”

Once a learned man said, “Kindness must be repaid; resentment must be forgiven.”
Our living world can only become a truly happy home only when we dedicate ourselves
both to repaying kindnesses given to us, and also to forgiving those whose wrongs
have harmed us. Only then can we create and nurture lasting friendship.

| would like to express my deep appreciation to the Government of Japan for
bestowing upon me “The Qrder of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays” in recognition
of my work. This is truly a great honor. And on a personal level, | am proud to know
that my Japanese friends value what | have worked on and that they proposed my
name for such an honor.

We are on the right track in promoting friendship by beginning at the level of the
individual. | have been happy taking part in this endeavor. | hope that all of us will
actively pursue the shared goal of building our world community of friendship,
understanding and full of smiles!

Let’s work hard toward “Global Smiling!” Let’s build bridges crossing canals-
crossing resentment, crossing misunderstanding!

Visit Dejkumtorn
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