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If world peace existed, what would it look like? I've seen it with my own eyes: Buyo danc-
ers, Bollywood dancers, Lakalaka dancers and Hip-Hop dancers dance to each other’ s
rhythms. Sumo wrestlers, capoeira fighters and ninjas practice each other’ s art. Maori,
Inuit and Ryukyuan sing each other’ s folk songs. Christians, Muslims, Hindus and Bud-
dhists revere each other’ s values. Canadians, Ukrainians,Costa Ricans, Indians, Fijians,
New Zealanders, Egyptians, Kenyans, Brazilians, Tongans and Japanese speak each oth-
er’ slanguages. We were 11 countries, 240 young world leaders on a voyage to 4coun-
tries for 45 days, with one mission, to better the world. A brief glimpse of the perfect
world, where no walls divide us, but one ship unite us: this was my SWY experience.
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Henry Tsang from Canada

“I wish that your participation in this program would lead to the world's happiness and peace. | be-
lieve that the true result of this program lies in your life long commitment.” said Akie Abe, Japan’ s
first lady, in her specially recorded video message. This was one of the numerous moments of SWY
Program that is forever treasured in my mind and resulted in serious resolutions.l am a proud
Ukrainian and | love my country, so from participation in SWY29, | first of all expected to learn new
ways of improvement of lives of my compatriots. But, with 2 weeks of intense schedule in a contrast
culture of Japan and 4 weeks aboard the ship with distinguished teachers and young leaders from 11
countries, granted me with much more than | expected. Apart from Course Discussions (I left piece of
heart with my DRR course), we were sharing about our communities and countries, our thoughts on
why the world is exploding from conflicts and what are the ways to peace and mutual respect, etc.
We had the unique chances to be greeted by heads of states and dignitaries, visit main stakeholders
in the areas of our specializations as well as receiving lectures from their senior officials. Impactful
information was acquired also during personal communications. We were challenged and stretched.
We admired, observed and learned from each other. We supported and empowered each other to
become better versions of ourselves. | am endlessly grateful to SWY to have brought me together
with smart people from around the world who care and are working on making this world a better
place. | feel blessed for the opportunity to now call them my family and I'm really excited to see what
is the future that all of us will be shaping now.
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Alisa Anatoliyivna Berezutska from Ukraine
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SWY29 was one of the most life changing, mind blowing, and world-opening
experiences | have ever had in my life. Being with 240+ young people from
around the world, | experienced a lot of personal growth and development that
| could not experience anywhere else. | fell in love with the country of Japan, the
people, the culture and the food.

| learnt about local and global topics, and found interest in topics | never knew
about. Most importantly, | made strong relationships with those on the SWY
leaders program and now have friends all around the world. | stay in contact
with them and will visit them soon. They know they are always welcome to stay
and visit me.
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Matthew Maynard Renata from New Zealand
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Lidiia Kozhevnikova
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