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I have just been on an amazing journey to South 
Africa and Mozambique. I was travelling with 
Tom Keene who is my work colleague in our 
company www.mutinyarts.co.uk  
 
I saw Taryn from South Africa, SWY 14 in 
Johannesburg where I was on an Arts For 
Social Change Learning Journey.  
 
We also went to Nampula in Mozambique to 

visit Leo from the Philippines an ex SEAAPY PY. 
Leo is working in the Esclea de Nampula on a 
VSO (Voluntary Service Overseas Project) 
project as an English teacher. We took two 
laptop computers, which we donated to his 
project. We also helped pupils from the school 
produce a school newspaper called ‘Free 
Expression” with articles and pictures about 
different social issues of importance to Africa 
and the school.

 
 
ARTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 
 
The “Arts for Social Change Learning Journey 
“organised by Pioneers for change was an 
enriching experience. We visited various 
different projects that were using the Arts (music, 
video, puppetry, dance, singing, poetry, drama 
and other forms) to inform school children on 
aids awareness and sexual abuse, create safe 
areas where people go to participate in creative 
activities, help people understand their 
problems and issues, revive old traditions and 
culture, create jobs and relive the pressures of 
poverty and trauma. 
 
It was good to see creative practice used in 

South Africa, where the society is still polarized 
by race and income. 
 
There were people on the course from different 
countries including. Canada, Egypt, Italy, South 
Africa, Togo, U.K. and U.S 
 
South Africa seems to have changed a lot after 
apartheid, which only ended in 1996, and soon 
the country will be celebrating 10 years of 
freedom. But there is till a lot of work to be done.  
Please see the URL below for more details. 
http://pioneersofchange.net/communities/arts/le
arningjourney2005info/  

 
 
“FREE EXPRESSION” WORKSHOP Escola Secundária de Nampula 
 
After the Arts for Social Change course we 
travelled to Nampula in the North East of 
Mozambique to deliver two laptop computers. 
We were responding to a request from Leo 
Bucannan from the Philippines an ex SEAAPY 
PY. 

  

 
 
We were introduced to his project VSO 
(Voluntary service Overseas Project) by Atsuko 
Honda from REN 03. Leo is assigned to the 
Escola Secundária de Nampula as a part time 



English Teacher. His duties include running the 
provincial English Resource Centre based in the 
school, assisting English teachers in their 
lessons, and helping mainstream HIV/AIDS in 
the school and community, among others. We 
took him 2 reconditioned laptops from Computer 
Aid International based in London. Computer 
Aid International recycles old computers 
donated by businesses and reconditions them 
to be sent to developing countries. Using the 
computers we took we delivered a workshop 
over 2 days.  
 
We produced a school newspaper around 
different social issues the pupils wanted to 
discuss including, corruption in school, Aids, 
women’s rights, poverty and malnutrition, and 
lack of recourses. 
 
Leo is hoping to get further funding to be able to 
run this project and produce a newspaper once 
a month as part of his English club. 
 
Overall I am really pleased to go to Africa. The 
experience was very eye opening and I saw the 
problems facing these two countries. Some are 
global problems such as aids and poverty but 
others are very specific to the culture of the 
country and how the society has been organised. 

I think that arts and creativity have a big part to 
play in developing counties. From giving 
traumatised people things to do, which they 
enjoy and they can focus on away from their 
troubles. By helping give people new skills to 
get work to redeveloping areas to encourage 
creative industries.  
 
It is important when working with developing 
communities to ask them what they want, 
working with an open mind, and learning from 
them as much as they might learn from you. 
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